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Let the Arts Lift You UP! This past year has had its ups and downs for all of us.  I hope the arts 
helped lift you up when experiencing one of those down moments. Although challenging at 
times, we can celebrate the accomplishments of this past year as we look forward to the coming 
year and to the years ahead. A year ago, the arts were slowly starting to emerge from quaran-
tine. We then went on a roller coaster ride as COVID ebbed and surged.  The Council and our 
member agencies navigated the ever-changing landscape to ensure the arts would survive and 
thrive! Our ability to survive and thrive is thanks to the work of staff, dedicated and engaged 
board members, and the volunteers that serve on committees and work on projects because they 
believe the arts are important to creating a healthy well-rounded community. 

I am so proud of our member agencies. Each and everyone has weathered two years of closed 
doors, canceled events and low attendance. The obstacles have been great, but not as great and 

determined as our arts and culture members.  They deserve to be honored for the hard work (and believe me, being closed 
is HARD WORK) they put in to provide meaningful content and when able, to cautiously and responsibly re-open.  Thank-
fully, people are returning- returning to the theater, museums, choir practices and art classes. Although not yet back to full 
capacity, we can feel “normal” just around the corner.  Last summer we had the opportuntiy to work closely with the Saint 
Jospeh Symphony, St. Joseph Community Chorus and the St. Joseph Youth Chorale on the STEAM Fesitval. It was won-
derful watching them collaborate and work together to provide an outstanding evening of music. As we look ahead, we will 
continue to search for new opportunities to assist and partner with our amazing agencies. 

Our mission is our work - bringing arts and people together.  Thank you for supporting 
our work.

Arts  The mission of the Allied 
Arts Council is to bring arts and 
people together. We fulfill our mis-
sion by supporting the arts and our 
member agencies, producing public 
events that enhance our commu-
nity through the arts, providing 
arts education and enrichment 
opportunities for our children, and 
advocating for the arts at the local, 
state, and national level. 

Arts Fund Since 1982, 
the Allied Arts Council has raised 
money to support the work of arts 
organizations through the annual 
Arts Fund campaign.  Contri-
butions to the arts come from a 
variety of sources including in-
dividuals, government sources, 
corporations and workplace giving 
campaigns  Each  year the Arts 
Fund raises thousands of dollars 
to support the work of member 
arts organizations. This year we 
are proud to support Creative Arts 
Productions, Performing Arts 

Association, RiverSong, Robidoux 
Resident Theatre, St. Joseph Com-
munity Chorus, Saint Joseph Sym-
phony, and the Allied Arts Council. 
This year was a tough year as the 
Arts Fund Cabinet struggled to 
reach goal as the country started 
experiencing rising inflation and 
a volatile stock market. The Cab-
inet spent hours sending emails 
and making calls all because they 
support the work of these organi-
zations. A special shout-out goes to 
Denise Meyer and Alison Schieber, 
past Arts Fund Chairs who contin-
uously contacted potential donors 
until the very last day of the fiscal 
year.  

After a two-year absence, on May 
14 we were excited to bring back 
the Beer Walk for the Arts. Six 
home owners in the Museum Hill 
Neighborhood opened their homes 
for over 225 people. Each home 
featured two Craft beers paired 
with tasty bites from area eateries, 
and topped off with live music 

A message from the Director 

Arts Fund  Pacesetters
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Advocating for the arts is an ongoing 
exercise. Whether it is advocating to 
the public or local, state, and feder-
al officials the Allied Arts Council 
continuously strives to advocate for 
the arts. Advocacy takes many forms. 
For the public, advocacy is simply 
reminding people of the beauty and 
need for the arts and that for the arts 
to thrive they need to be supported. 
They need an audience and financial 
support to exist.  For elected officials, 
it is reminding them that the arts-
•  Bring in tourism dollars
•  Are one of the top considerations 
when a business is considering a move 
to St. Joseph
•  Give our citizens a creative outlet 
•  Support art education opportunities 
through partnerships with our schools 
and after-school programs. 
•  Have a $21.1 million economic 
impact. 
In partnership with Americans for the 
Arts, we are conducting a new eco-
nomic impact study. If you are asked 
to complete an audience survey while 
at an arts and cultural event please 
take a few minutes to take the survey.

Arts Education Under the 
leadership of the Arts Education Com-
mittee and Operations Director Cathy 
Ketter, the Allied Arts Council pro-
vides educational programs, including 
Artists in the Schools, Artscape, and 
the regional Poetry Out Loud Compe-
tition. 

The Council publishes an online Arts 
in Education booklet listing Artists 
in the Schools as well as performance 
and tour opportunities offered by 
the Council’s member agencies.  The 
resource is available free of charge to 
teachers in St. Joseph and the sur-
rounding communities, offering nine 
artists plus a guided Sculpture Walk 
Tour available for in-person sessions. 
The enrichment program provided 
39 sessions and reached over 1,453 
students, teachers, and parents. The 

program is in its 39th year and in-
cludes some of the area’s best artists 
who provide support across the entire 
curriculum. 

Poetry Out Loud is a program of the 
National Endowment for the Arts and 
the Poetry Foundation, and in Feb-
ruary AAC was prepared to host the 
sixteenth northwest Missouri regional 
competition. Registrations were down 
statewide, and our region was com-
bined with the Kansas City region. 

Sadly Artscape has been absent from 
the arts scene for two years. It was 
planned for August 2021 on a small-
er scale due to Covid protocols and 
concerns, but had to be cancelled due 
to low registration numbers. For this 
year, Artscape once again had to be 
cancelled because Potter Hall, home 
to Artscape at Missouri Western State 
University is undergoing renova-
tions and a suitable alternate location 
couldn’t be found.   

David H. Morton 
Memorial Fund for the 
Arts
The David H. Morton Memorial Fund 
for the Arts was established to pay 
tribute to Morton’s leadership in the 
St. Joseph arts community.  Memorials 
are accepted at any time and are solic-
ited to commemorate a special event, 
or just to promote the arts. The Fund’s 
Trustees remain committed to provid-
ing financial support for at least one 
event or program annually. Last year 
the awards recipients were: Perform-
ing Arts Association – “Page Turner 
Adventures Virtual Storyology Series;” 
St. Joseph Historical Society – “St. 
Joseph History in Color;” and Saint 
Joseph Symphony – “Free Family Con-
cert” presented by the Saint Joseph 
Symphony and the David H. Morton 
Memorial Funds for Arts.

courtesy of area musicians. And this 
year visual artists participated in a 
“plein air” paint out painting pictures 
of the featured tour homes. Thanks 
to the home owners, area restaurants, 
local musicans and Wil Fischer Com-
panies we raised over $7,000 for the 
Arts Fund.

 

Awt Awarness &
Advocacy 
Promoting the arts is one of the most 
important services we provide for our 
member agencies and to the public. 
Our goal is to supplement our agen-
cies’ marketing efforts by promoting 
their events through the Voice of the 
Arts quarterly newsletter, and email 
and social media marketing.  In ad-
dition, we host an arts calendar and a 
Missouri Theater calendar at stjoearts.
org. To promote local artists we host 
an artist’s registry website that will be 
undergoing a facelift in the coming 
season.  

To support this important work we 
hired Kathy Reno, an expert market-
ing coordinator. Kathy began working 
with us ahead of the STEAM Festival 
and we soon realized she was just what 
we needed to address our marketing 
goals.  To keep the arts front and cen-
ter on social media platforms, we con-
tracted with Zoe Littleton, a freelance 
social mediz wiz.                               

Beer Walk 2022 Moss Castle
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Second place:  “Radiance” by Vincent 
Houston of Fulton, Missouri; and

First place:  “Yessssss….I’m Talkin’ to 
You” by Justin Deister of Louisville, 
Colorado. 

The program is possible because of the 
support we receive from the St. Joseph 
Downtown Community Improve-
ment District, the program’s primary 
funding partner, the blessing of the 
St. Joseph City Council, and the many 
businesses and individuals who spon-
sor the event each year. 

  

The Traffic Box Art project, a pro-
gram that creates works of art on traf-
fic signal boxes, was paused this past 
year as many of the traffic boxes were 
removed downtown. The committee 
plans to revisit the project in the fall. 

 In October of 2018, Governor Parson 
signed Executive Order 18-07 creat-
ing the Missouri Bicentennial Com-
mission.  Cities throughout Missouri 
were asked to host events to expand 
the commemoration in keeping with 
the theme of Missouri 2021 Bicen-
tennial – Past. Present. Future.     The 
Allied Arts Council and the City of 
St. Joseph answered the call in a big 
way!

 For over two years a dedicated 
committee of volunteers, chaired by 
President Lee Ann Smiley, worked to 
develop a family-friendly, interactive, 
one-time festival. The hard work paid 
off and on August 20 and 21, 2021, 
Civic Center Park welcomed over 

4,000 guests to the St. Joseph 2021: 
from steam to STEAM festival. 
The festival showcased St. Joseph and 
Northwest Missouri’s contributions 
- past to present - in Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, Arts and Math-
ematics.  The Allied Arts Council and 
the City of St. Joseph partnered with 
MWSU science departments, arts and 
cultural partners, and local visual and 
performance artists to showcase the 
very best of St. Joseph.  On opening 
night guests streamed in, welcoming 
the opportunity to once again gather 
and enjoy all that St. Joseph has to 
offer.  Festival features included the 

Visual Arts  The Visual Arts 
Committee, chaired by Rhabecca 
Boerkircher, works to bring quality 
public art to St. Joseph.  The com-
mittee oversees the annual St. Joseph 
Sculpture Walk and traffic box art.  
Now in its ninth year, it has cap-
tured the hearts and imagination of 
both area residents and visitors.  The 
community embraces the project with 
enthusiasm and sparks conversations 
about art through the People’s Choice 
Award voting.   
 

Annually the Council purchases a 
sculpture for the community. This year 
18 new sculptures were installed. With 
funding support from the David H. 
Morton Memorial Fund for the Arts, 
the Council purchased Fantasy Drag-
on by Vince Houston and donated it 
to the City.

In June, Room 108 hosted the opening 
reception, followed by the First Walk, 
and both drew a crowd with people 
happy to celebrate the unveiling. 
   
The following awards were presented 
at the reception:  Third place: “The 
Shepherd”  by  Lee Leuning and Sherri 
Treeby of Aberdeen, South Dakota;

 

Fantasy Dragon  by Vincent Houston

Festival Recap
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present a check for the Sculptures.



Board of Directors

2021-2022
Executive Committee

Lee Ann Smiley, President
Terri Modlin, 1st Vice President

Liby Waltemath, 2nd Vice President
Brendon Clark, Treasurer
Tona Williams, Secretary

Elected Board
Janell Becerra, St. Joseph School District

Dawn Cooperider, Preferred Pest Control
Bobbie Cronk, United Way of St. Joseph

Sam Ghatasheh, U.S. Bank
Val Jones, East Buchanan School District
Devon Kariker, Veterans Administration

Sara Markt, Smartarchitecture Design
Michelle Norman, Nodaway Valley Bank

Martin Rucker, State of Missouri
Alison Schieber, Civic Volunteer

Brian Schiermeyer, Hillyard Industries

Ex-Officio Member
Nicholas Robb, 

David H. Morton Memorial Fund for the Arts

Agency Representatives
Barry Birr, Saint Joseph Symphony

Dr. Robert Corder, St. Joseph Museums, Inc.
Marcy George, Albrecht-Kemper Museum of Art

Karen Heyde-Lipanovich, St. Joseph Youth Chorale
Kathy Hill Bahner, St. Joseph Historical Society

Bill Luce, Robidoux Resident Theatre 
Denise Meyer, Creative Arts Productions

Pam Miller, St. Joseph Community Chorus
Sandy Miller, Runcie Club

Tom Smith, American Guild of Organists
Martial Thevenot, Performing Arts Association

Jill Vanderpool, RiverSong

Musical History Tour, the We are St. Joseph Stage and 
“The Parkway Experience” exhibit.  

Adults and children alike participated in S.T.E.A.M. 
activities, and the Innovation Zone with area business-
es showing the inventions that led to their success and 
what they have planned for the future.  Living history 
characters played games and performed tasks that past 
generations would have experienced with festival guests 
joining in the fun.  Local cuisine was available and over 
40 visual artists demonstrated their artistic styles. It was 
truly an experience to remember with pride!
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Nominees

Artist of the Year

Brent Collins has been an artist of 
many mediums his whole life, and is 
the artist behind HELIKO, the grand 
constructionist art piece now standing 
tall at the Albrecht-Kemper Museum 
of Art. He spent countless hours de-
signing maquettes (scale models) that 
were approved by the AKMA board 
to then be produced by a local steel 
manufacturer. HELIKO was installed 
on the front lawn of the Museum with 
the help of several other contributors. 
It was a strong and enduring collabo-
ration of many people and organiza-
tions in St. Joseph lifting the local arts 
community to a new and ever-growing 
diversity of expressions.

Kathleen Holeman has been a working 
jazz vocalist, pianist and trombonist 
in St. Joseph, the greater Kansas City 
area and the Ozarks for over 35 years, 
who also teaches in her home studio 
and at Missouri Western State Univer-
sity. For the past several years, she has 
organized and directed the St. Joseph 
Big Band which meets monthly for 
the community to enjoy and includes 
high school students, area and local 
professional musicians, and university 
professionals. 

Arts Educator

Barbara Spencer has been the art 
teacher at Spring Garden Middle 
School for the past 14 years, and gives 
back to the community by encouraging 
and leading a new generation of artists. 
She was recently featured in a St. Jo-
seph School District video centering on 

the Co-Constructing Criteria, which is 
a student focused process that encour-
ages young learners to construct their 
own understandings of what counts in 
quality work. A peer wrote, “Barbara 
Spencer fuses pedagogy and craftsman-
ship in her work as an art teacher.”

Jason Riley opened St. Joseph Arts 
Academy, the largest music school 
in Northwest Missouri, in May 2018 
after teaching at home for many years, 
and has advanced the arts for youth 
in tremendous ways. During Covid he 
continued with online classes for his 
students.  He is willing to mentor and 
pass his knowledge and expertise to the 
next generation of young artists, and 
his legacy will resonate for decades to 
come. In addition, he is also a profes-
sional artist/entertainer. 

Youth Artist

Quincy Meyer, an incoming senior 
at East Buchanan C-1 High School, 
has contributed in the arts as well as 
technology and leadership. He plays 
multiple instruments, including piano, 
and composed a piece of music for the 
Creating Original Music Project from 
the University of Missouri, where he 
earned first place. He also creates in 
the visual arts, winning the NWMSU 
ARTopia Best of Show award. He is 
a member of the EB STEAM punks, 
and has served as president of the high 
school’s STEAM program.

Jack Wing, a recent graduate of La-
fayette High School, was involved in 
student council, freshman mentor 
program, strings orchestra, soccer, and 
track and cross country, and served as 
Student Body Vice President.  He was 
concertmaster for the LHS orchestra 
for 3 years, displaying talent and the 
ability to lead. He auditioned and was 
selected for the All-District Orchestra 
every year, and has been a member of 
the Kansas City Youth Orchestra. He 
is a genuine, well rounded and focused 
individual. 

Organizational Achievement 
in the Arts

 Terri & Patrick Modlin and Felix 
Street Specialty, including Room 
108 and Felix Street Gourmet, have 
contributed to the inviting entrance 
into downtown and the corridor to 
the arts district of St. Joseph through 
the investment and improvement of 
the building located at 722 Felix. They 
have made their entertainment space 
available for arts groups at discounted 
prices for meetings and receptions and 
are wonderful arts partners.  

St. Joseph Arts Academy, founded by 
Jason Riley in 2018, is now the largest 
music school in Northwest Missouri, 
teaching hundreds of students who 
range in age from 2 – adult. SJAA 
began with a few teachers and 3 class-
rooms, and has grown to 11 classrooms 
and 20 instructors, attracting some of 
the most talented young musicians in 
the Northwest Missouri area to study 
at SJAA. 

St. Joseph Downtown Association 
excels in supporting and enhancing the 
arts through contributions of time, tal-
ent and funding to St. Joseph’s beautiful 
and historic downtown, including the 
free Sounds of Summer annual out-
door concert series produced by DTA.  
DTA members also work year-round 
to support popular arts events that take 
place downtown, including festivals 
and the winter holiday activities. 

Outstanding Volunteer

Denise Meyer served as Arts Fund 
co-chair from 2017 – 2020, as well 
as chairing various Arts Fund divi-
sions. She is involved in various arts 
organizations, and is serving her 12th 
term on the Creative Arts Productions 
board, and 11th as treasurer, and has 
also served on the Fine Arts Commit-
tee at St. Joseph Christian School.  She 

31st Annual 
 Mayor’s Awards 

for the Arts
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is serving her 8th year on the Allied 
Arts Council Board of Directors and 
also serves on the Arts Education com-
mittee, the Beer Walk Committee, and 
the Events Committee, as well as the 
Arts Fund Cabinet, all while owning 
and operating her own business. 

Karl Wellenkoetter has been “work-
ing” with Beth Sharp and the Perform-
ing Arts Association for several years 
now. He spends many hours devoted to 
serving patrons including much help 
and support for Board members and 
the training of volunteers. He is always 
willing and able to go the extra mile to 
help with anything. He does all this not 
only “gratis” – but with even expenses 
out of his own pocket!

Individual Leadership

Beth Sharp, Executive Director of the 
Performing Arts Association for over 
17 years, consistently goes above and 
beyond what is required in the job 
to contribute her own time, talents 
and treasure. She has a great mind for 
the industry and backs every bit of 
it with fearless sweat equity, helping 
volunteers, answering questions from 
patrons, and accommodating the per-
formers. 

Martial Thevenot supports the St. 
Joseph community as a member of 
Rotary International, and has served 
on several boards including the St. 
Joseph Chamber of Commerce, Al-
brecht-Kemper Museum of Art, and 
Performing Arts Association.  He 
began his term on the PAA board in 
2019, and now serves as board presi-
dent. He also volunteers as an official 
greeter at PAA events, helps with mar-
keting (becoming the face of PAA), and 
sponsoring events and performances. 

Extraordinary Lifetime Achievement Award
Frank Polleck

Frank Polleck has worked in theater 
for 43 years, and has been recog-
nized by the American Association 
of Community Theater as one of the 
best designers in the country.  His 
passion and love for the Missouri 
Theater are evident to anyone who 
knows him, and in 1987 he founded 
Friends of the Missouri Theater, a 
non-profit. The entire city is indebted 
to him for saving the theater from 
certain fire destruction in 2011, when 
he just happened to go back to check 
on things. He works well with groups 

who have events and performances at the Theater, including among 
others Performing Arts Association, Allied Arts Council, Creative 
Arts Productions, Robidoux Resident Theatre, Saint Joseph Sym-
phony, Dance Arts Center, and the City, as stage manager, set de-
signer, event decorator, and the person who pulls every performance 
together. Frank is extremely creative and artistic, and has been 
described as one of the easiest guys you’ll ever work with. The St. 
Joseph arts community and the Missouri Theater are very fortunate 
to have a treasure like Frank Polleck with his passion and love for the 
arts and the theater.

The Mayor’s Awards for the Arts are made 
possible in part by  
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Becky Boerkircher
Kristi Brumback

Martin Rucker
Lee Ann Smiley
Tona Williams



Finance Committee
Brendon Clark, Treasurer

Ron Barbosa
Barb Connor

Bob Dempster
Terri Modlin
Ralph Schank

The Finance Committee meets monthly to ensure the 
fiscal integrity of the Allied Arts Council. It reviews 

the company’s financial position, approves the 
proposed annual budget, and recommends fiscal 

policy to the Board of Directors.

The Allied Arts Council, the second oldest arts council in Missouri, was organized in 1963 to provide service to 
St. Joseph area arts organizations, artists and the general public. The Council has since grown into a federation of 

fourteen arts agencies, produces community arts programs, raises funds, promotes public awareness and pro-
vides service and support its member agencies.

Balance Sheet - Allied Arts Council
June 30, 2022

ASSETS
Cash & Cash Equivalents                  120,002.84 
Accounts Receivable                                                       7,670.10 
Property and Equipment                                             15,991.47
Prepaid Expenses                                                            2,039.70 
Total Assets                                                                  152,822.54

LIABILITIES AND CAPITAL
Accounts Payable                                                            1,338.71 
Other Current Liabilties                                                 7,727.67 
Total Liabilities                                                                9,066.38
Fund Balance                                                                 66,001.52
Net Income                                                                    59,593.23
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY                           152,822.54
    

Balance Sheet Arts Fund & Arts Fund Endowment
June 30, 2022

ASSETS
Cash & Cash Equivalents                                           345,939.85 
Accounts Receivable                      2,848.66
Pledges Receivable                                                        71,944.76 
Reserve for Uncollectable                                           (3,432.19)
Total Assets                                                                  417,301.08

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY
Liabilities                                                                                   -
AFE- Unrestricted Retained Earnings                       46,765.38
Fund Balance                                                               402,493.76 
Net Income                                                                  (31,958.06)
Total Equity                                                                 417,301.08

Teresa Fankhauser
Executive Director

17 years

Cathy Ketter
Operations Director

29.5 years

Kathy Reno
Marketing Coordinator

1.5 years 

Marge Olson
Bookkeeper

5 years

Staff

Follow us on Facebook 
and Instagram!

@StJoeArts

The Allied Arts Council staff thanks you for your continued support of the AAC.

AAC Financial 
Information
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Allied Arts Council of St. Joseph, Mo., Inc. Annual Meeting

Thanks to Brent Isom for the evening’s entertainment.

Thursday, July 21, 2022

The Benton Club

Reception and Cash Bar
5:30 p.m.

Dinner
6:15 p.m.

Annual Meeting

Convene Annual Meeting              Lee Ann Smiley
President’s Remarks    Lee Ann Smiley
Executive Director’s Remarks  Teresa Fankhauser
Financial Report    Brendon Clark
Arts Fund Report    Denise Meyer
Recognition of Retiring Board Members Lee Ann Smiley 
Report of the Nominating Committee  Lori Boyer
Election of Officers     Lee Ann Smiley 
Annual Meeting Adjournment  Lee Ann Smiley 

July Meeting of the Board of Directors

Convene July Board of Directors Meeting                                  Lee Ann Smiley 
Report of the Nominating Committee                                         Lori Boyer
Election of Officers                                   Lee Ann Smiley
Adjournment of Board of Directors Meeting                                Terri Modlin

Mayor’s Awards for the Arts

Awards Presentation Mayor John Josendale

Awards designed by Terri Rader of Tobiason Studio
Mayor’s Awards Jurors:  Emily Frankoski and Michael Gaines 


