
This is an open call for artists to design and execute a mural to cover the east exterior wall of 401 Illinois Ave., 
St. Joseph, Missouri. Members of the South St. Joseph Development Corporation (SSJDC) and the Allied Arts 
Council (AAC) will review the applications and choose a proposal. The selected muralist will be awarded 
$15,000 upon completion of the work. 

All murals and proposed works of art must underscore one or more of the following priority themes:
• Stockyards 
• Working men/women 

• Industry 
• Immigration 

 
Sub-themes may include:

• Past/present/future • Notable historical figures from the area 

Scope: 402 Illinois, St. Joseph, MO (facade measures 20’ x 80’) 

Selection criteria:   
• Artistic excellence 
• Unique design and high visual impact, which will bring vibrancy and freshness to high traffic area 
• Content appropriate for all audiences 

 
Artist Eligibility:  

• Must be 21 years of age or older 
• Demonstrated ability and technical knowledge required to execute mural on a unique surface  
• Have experience working on similar projects 

 
Artist Responsibilities: 

• Executed work must be true to submitted concept design 
• Coordinate with contractor on base coats 
• Artist needs to supply paint for the project 
• Artist may need to supply any equipment (scaffolding, ladders, etc.) needed for the project  
• Artist must be willing and able to meet all contractual obligations set forth by  September 1, 2019  

 
SSJDC Responsibilities: 

• Prepare the east wall of 402 Illinois so it is ready for artist to work 
o Waterblast/hand scrape wall 
o Tuckpoint areas with missing or deteriorating mortar joints 
o Prime entire wall and paint wall as directed by artist 

The concept should be sent to muralproject@stjoearts.org and include the bulleted items below. Submissions 
that do not include all of the items below will not receive consideration. 

An artist proposal consists of: 
• A draft/proposed artistic concept 
• Artist’s full name 
• Address, phone number, email address 
• Facebook, Twitter and Instagram handles (usernames) 
• Artists website 
• Biographical summary or resume/CV  
• Artist statement 
• Representation of the proposed mural (sketches, photos, concept art, etc.) 
• Cost estimate for materials and supplies 

 

Submission deadline: March 15, 2019 

 

mailto:muralproject@stjoearts.org


A Brief History: 
 
South St. Joseph, the Southside, is often seen as a place apart from the rest of St. Joseph; a place with a deep 
pride in its own identity and culture. It has always been overwhelmingly working class (with very few of the 
grand mansion houses that can be found in other parts of the city), quite industrial and commercial, and very 
ethnically diverse.  
 
The development of the King Hill and Lake Avenue districts was strongly influenced by one man, John 
Donovan, and two companies--the South St. Joseph Town Company and the St. Joseph Stock Yards Company. 
Donovan laid out the St. George Addition including much of the King Hill Avenue survey area in 1886. Later 
he received building permits in his own name for at least three buildings in the Lake Avenue survey. 
 
John Donovan came to St. Joseph in 1875. He envisioned the establishment of a stock yards and purchased 
land southwest of the city for that purpose in 1881. Until new and competing railroad lines were built to St. 
Joseph, however, rate discrimination made the city uncompetitive. Construction by the St. Joseph Stock Yards 
Company began in the spring of 1887. The yards were ready by the end of 1887 and six leading railroads 
built tracks to the site. By 1891, three packing plants had been constructed. 
 
The operation was still too small and under-capitalized to compete with other regional markets. The stockyards 
did not really flourish until after October 1896 when Gustavus F. Swift purchased 80% of the entire property 
of the Stock Yards Company and also the land and buildings in the St. George Addition. In addition to Swift 
and Company, Armour and Company also came to St. Joseph.  

South St. Joseph did not become a part of St. Joseph proper until 1899. Prior to that the area was known as 
South Saint Joseph, St. George and the Florence addition. It had always been one of the most industrial and 
commercially vibrant areas close to the city of St. Joseph. It was this vibrancy that made it an attractive target 
for annexation in 1899. 
 
Conscious of their own interests, the majority of the population of South St. Joseph opposed being annexed 
stating that the city only wanted them for their money and that the promised services would be slow in coming. 
Events proved them largely right and it took years for the promised road, utility, and public safety services to 
appear. This simply reinforced the still-pervasive belief that “238ers” are a breed unto themselves. 
 
The Union streetcar line was extended to the Stock Yards in January 1898. Stockyards receipts and shipments 
jumped from 1898 to 1905. The activity was reflected in the building record; many of the landmark buildings 
were constructed during this period. South St. Joseph was incorporated into the city in 1899. W.T. Van Brunt, 
manager of the Railway and Power Company, described the activity in a letter September 2, 1897 to W.M. 
Harriman, president of the Board. "The Stock Yards business is growing faster than we could imagine it would 
in the time they have been at it ... Everything is bustle and stir down there. Buildings are going up fast; they 
cannot secure laborers enough in the city and it has caused everybody to feel encouraged and that the town at 
last is on the road to prosperity." 
 
Families prospered and began to need more goods & services beyond the confines of their homes: doctors, 
food, clothing, druggists, furniture, clothing stores, barbers, beauty parlors, newspapers, banks, hotels, 
hardware, sawmills, lumber yards, blacksmiths, railroad tie cutters, rail layers, hospitals, improved roads, ditch 
diggers, police, cemeteries, morticians and much more.  A thriving retail area, soon identified as the Junction, 
became a transportation hub for transfer of trolleys to other areas of the St. Joseph metropolis.  The Southside 
grew and continued to prosper serving the people of St. Joseph and the greater four-state region during World 
War I and World War II, the Great Depression of 1929, and Prohibition. 
 
The Southside has long been a center of the African-American population of St. Joseph. The packing houses, 
the railroads, and associated businesses made it possible for them to make a living and develop strong 
communities in the area. 



 
Immigrants from Eastern Europe moved into South St. Joseph to work in the stockyards. St. Joseph is also 
home to various Hispanic communities: Mexican, Cuban, Guatemalan, and Puerto Rican. Many came in the 
late 1800s seeking employment at the stockyards and on the railroads.   
 
The region is still wonderfully diverse with new immigrant populations joining the descendants of those 
groups that came before. These communities hold on to their separate identities in places such as their 
churches; St. Joseph’s Ukrainian Catholic Church still follows a liturgy particular to the Eastern Catholic 
tradition. Mount Union Baptist Church has long been a bulwark in the African American community. It is in 
Southside institutions such as Betty’s Café, the Hoof and Horn, and the relatively new Farmers’ Market where 
one can see the vibrant mingling of the cultures and traditions. 
 
Today, the variety and types of populations have increased and changed. St. Joseph is also home to a growing 
Asian population, primarily from Burma, Vietnam and China, as well as a growing African population, from 
countries such as Sudan and Ethiopia, all coming to St. Joseph for the same reason as the immigrants before 
them: to find a safe place to live and work that provides a living wage, and the opportunity to prosper.  
 
The closing of the packinghouses impacted South St. Joseph; however, Southside Pride still runs deep. The 
community rightfully takes pride in Benton High School (the Southside truly is “Cardinal Country”) and the 
InterServ Wesley Center. Sporting legends such as former NFL players Mike and Martin T. Rucker II and 
Olympic weightlifters Wes Barnett and Pete Kelley got their starts there. Community leaders point to events 
such as the Southside Fall Festival as signs of a particular Southside identity. 
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